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CONEIDENTIAL AMMAN 1072 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (SECRETARY SIMON), PEOR, JO, US 
SUBJECT: AIRCRAET CLEARANCE 

REF AMMAN 1051, AMMAN 1062, STATE 047686 

1. APPRECIATE YOUR EXPLANATION OE ALTERNATIVE ROUTING CONTINGENCY 
PLANS. 

2. 1 SAW RIEAI THIS MORNING AT KING'S RESIDENCE WHILE WAITING TO SEE 
KING ON ANOTHER SUBJECT: I TOLD RIEAI THAT I HAD BEEN REQUESTED TO 
TALK WITH HIM AGAIN ON SUBJECT OE AIRCRAET CLEARANCE. SINCE I HAD 
ALREADY TOLD HIM THAT MY EARLIER APPROACH WAS BASED ON HIGH LEVEL 
CONSIDERATION I DID NOT REPEAT THAT POINT. I TOLD HIM THAT WE 
THOUGHT APPROVAL WOULD BE CONSISTENT WITH THE MUTUALLY COOPERATIVE 
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN OUR TWO GOVERNMENTS. HE TOLD ME THAT HE 
THOUGHT THAT WOULD BE THE CASE AS WELL EXCEPT THAT IN THIS 
INSTANCE WE WERE ASKING JORDAN TO DO EOR THE US WHAT 
SYRIA AND SAUDI ARABIA HAVE MADE CLEAR THEY WILL NOT DO - PERMIT 
A DIRECT ELIGHT EROM THEIR TERRITORY TO ISRAEL. AT THE SAME TIME, 

HE CONTINUED, THE US DID NOT GIVE HIM ANY ROOM EOR MANEUVER IN 
IN THE SENSE THAT A SIMON STOPOVER HERE WOULD ALLOW THEM TO 
EXPLAIN TO SAUDIS AND SYRIANS WHY THEY SHOULD PERMIT SUCH 
A ELIGHT - IE ARAB HOSPITALITY REQUIRESS IT. RIFAI THEN SUGGESTED 
TO ME EOR THE EIRST TIME THE ALTERNATIVE OE ELYING UP THE RED 
SEA AND GULE OE AQABA, INSISTING THAT THE ROUTING THAT WAY 
WAS JUST AS DIRECT, IF NOT MORE SO. I SAID THAT WE 
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TO AQABA. HE REPLIED THAT NO ONE ELSE FLIES THAT WAY AND INSISTED 
AGAIN THAT THE USE OF THAT ROUTE PUT THEM IN A BAD POSITION WITH 
THEIR ARAB NEIGHBORS. HE AGAIN RAISED THE PROBLEMS NO STOP OVER 
IN JORDAN CAUSED THE JORDANIANS, BUT DID NOT INSIST ON THIS POINT 
TOO MUCH. 

3 AT THE END RIFAI APOLOGIZED FOR NOT BEING ABLE TO CHANGE AND 
SAID HE HOPED WASHINGTON, EVEN THOUGH IT MIGHT NOT AGREE WITH HIS 
POSITION, WOULD UNDERSTAND THE REASONS FOR IT. 

PICKERING 
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